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Sycamores Board Chair Sonia Solin, honoree John Drinker, Sycamores CEO Debra 
Manners, and event co-chairs Laura Baker and Christina Bang were among those in 
the lead of the nonprofi t’s annual Celebrating Children gala on Saturday.
See coverage, page 30.
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Sycamores Gala 
Supports Children
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Luminaires President Fran Biles, event co-chairs Linda Moore and Jinny 
Dalbeck, and Doheny Eye Institute CEO Marissa Goldberg were among 
more than 200 women who gathered to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the Luminaires on March 14. The Luminaires help benefi t the Doheny Eye 
Institute. See coverage, page 24.

Luminaires Celebrate 
50th Anniversary

Maranatha Honors Retiring 
Head of School at Benefit
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Maranatha High School’s annual benefi t was enjoyed by Principal Dan Newkirk and his wife Erica, Keri and Matt 
Ketterling, event hosts Adrian and Sandra Beltre, and Kay and John Rouse, Maranatha’s head of school and the 
evening’s honoree. Rouse is retiring after four decades of service to the school. See coverage, page 32.

Barger Honors Mijares’ 
Owner as Woman of Year
Local resident R-lene Mijares de Lang, 

co-owner and executive officer of 
Pasadena’s iconic Mijares Mexican 
Restaurant, was honored by Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Kathryn Barger as 
Fifth District Woman of the Year at the 
Board of Supervisors meeting this week. 

“Each year in March, we celebrate 
and honor women’s achievements and 
leadership,” Barger said. “R-lene is an 
outstanding role model who deserves 
to be recognized. She is a Latina busi-
nesswoman, community leader and 
philanthropist. R-lene has dedicated her 
professional life to working and serving 
people in the Pasadena area. She con-
tinues to spearhead a restaurant that 
was opened more than 100 years ago 
by her grandmother Jesucita Mijares. 
R-Lene is someone who will continue 
to make a difference in Pasadena and 
the surrounding community for years to 
come.” 

Barger presented Mijares de Lang with 
a scroll during the recognition ceremony 
at the Hahn Hall of Administration.

“I appreciate this wonderful honor,” 
said Mijares de Lang, who was born in 
Pasadena. “I stand on the shoulders of 
powerful women who started our family 
restaurant, including my grandmother 

who is now in heaven, and my mother 
who is 92 years old and can still be found 
in our restaurant on Sundays. It takes 
family and a strong community to make 
way for strong women leaders. Leaders, 
in turn, have a responsibility to give back 
to their communities. I look forward to 
continuing to contribute to my commu-

Photo courtesy L.A. County Board of Supervisors

R-lene Mijares de Lang gives her acceptance 
speech for being selected as Woman of the 
Year by Los Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn 
Barger.

See MIJARES, page 28
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Luminaires’ Celebration Is Golden

More than 220 members gathered to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

the Luminaires at the Jonathan Club on 
March 14. Gold was the color scheme of 
the day for the tablecloths, wine goblets, 
and linens to mark the group’s golden 
anniversary. 

“Shop until you drop” was the mantra 
for the Vendor Boutique. There was also a 
curated opportunity drawing with trips, 
dinners and event tickets.

Fran Biles, president of the Lumi-
naires, as well as benefit co-chairs Jinny 
Dalbeck and Linda Moore made a cham-
pagne toast. Dr. Deborah Ferrington 
thanked the Luminaires for the group’s 
ongoing donations to Doheny Eye Insti-
tute. She mentioned that March is Wom-
en’s History Month and saluted Carrie 
Estelle Doheny for founding Doheny Eye 
Institute. Ferrington also commended 
Luminaires founder Mary Crary and 
President Fran Biles.

A dance troupe delighted the guests 
with a medley of songs encompassing 
the past 50 years and a slide show ac-
companied with a pictorial history of the 
Luminaires’ 50 years of service.

Meanwhile, the fashion show high-
lighted the designs of Robert Ellis Bou-
tique. Models began the show with 
spring florals and ended with show-stop-
ping black tie gowns.  

Luminaires and its volunteer leaders 
look forward to the next 50 years of phil-
anthropic service to Doheny Eye Insti-
tute in Pasadena.
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The 2023-24 Luminaires Board includes Fran Biles (front, from left) and Mary Cooper. Second row: Suzanne Sposato, Kandi Wopschall, Susan 
Wofford, Dianne Thurman, Hilary Crahan and Carolyn Larkin. Third row: Jinny Dalbeck, Sharon Giannotta, Linda Moore, Alison Winter and Mary 
Lindgren. Fourth row: Debra Sadun, Allene Nungesser and Judy Kloner. Back: Kim Covey, Suzanne Coulter and Pam Riley.

Cece Horne and Denise Wines

Deb Ferrington, Molly Ann Woods, Marissa Goldberg and Kathleen DuncanDebbie Hollingsworth, Judy Gain and Nancy Twist

Lowry Ewig and Margot Milias

Kathy LaRoi, Buzzy Waite and Annette Madden

President Fran Biles, Marcia Albrecht, Sheila Smith, Christine Reeder, Lucy Crumrine and former President Maureen Sprunger

Lauri Wax, Hilary Crahan and Barbara Phillips Mary Cooper, Judy Kloner, Barbara Sax and Nancy Hulick
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Charlotte Harrison and Jean Crabtree
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The Luminaires Benefit Committee members pictured are event co-chair Jinny Dalbeck (front, from left), President Fran Biles, event co-chair Linda 
Moore and Mary Cooper. Second row: Kandi Wopschall, Suzanne Sposato, Nancy Twist and Maureen Sprunger. Third row: Sharon Giannotta, Alison 
Winter, Judy Epley, Anna Ganahl, Kathleen Ryan and Susan Wofford. Fourth row: Debra Sadun, Allen Nungesser, Lynda Patton and Mary Lindgren. 
Back: Kim Covey, Suzanne Coulter, Connie Davis and Judy Kloner. Not pictured are Barbara Bishop, Cece Volk Horne, Nancy Hulick, Leslie Nafie, 
Peggy Rahn and Winnie Reitnouer.

Nancy Cole and Annette Madden

Ylianna Guerrero and Laurie Smith

Carol Wright, Becky Gannett, Jan Pearson and Janet Doud

Beverly Marksbury, Judith Epley and Suzanne SposatoCarrie Powell, Judy Campbell and Debra Sadun

Valerie Weiss, Virginia Barger, Linday Evans, Jean Owen and Maureen Sprunger Fran Biles, Char Vert, Celia Hunt, Cynthia Bennett and Rosanne Kusar

Mary Christine Slater, Mitsuko Felton and Joanie Bolton

Martha Leos, Tracy Hirrel and Lowry Ewig
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