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SMUSD Explores
Consolidating Parcel
Tax Measures

By Natalie Miranda
San Marino Tribune

he San Marino Unified School

District is weighing a move
that could save it and the com-
munity significant money over the
coming years — consolidating two
existing parcel taxes into one and
placing the combined measure on
the November 2026 ballot. To help
guide that decision, the district is
preparing to gauge community
support.

The district currently relies on
two parcel taxes to fund core prior-
ities. Measure R generates approx-
imately $1.6 million annually and

was renewed by voters last June.
Measure E brings in about $4 mil-
lion each year and is set to expire
in 2027. Because the two taxes op-
erate on different six-year cycles,
the district has faced the burden
of going to voters every two to four
years — each time at considerable
cost.

Joy Kummer, a partner with
TeamCivix, the consulting firm
advising the district, presented the
board with a case for consolida-
tion.

"Nearly every school district
we've worked with has actually
taken the time to consolidate their
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Mary Catherine Cooper (second, from left), honored with the Vision Award at the Luminaires’ annual benefit on
March 13, was joined by Randy Garcia, her daughter Jennie Cooper, and granddaughter Maddie Cooper.

Vision Champion Aligns
Sight With Service

— and with them, a quiet fear. dia’s Chamber of Commerce Cit-

By Natalie Miranda

San Marino Tribune

Mary Catherine Cooper has
never forgotten the big,

thick-lensed glasses her mother,
Catherine Mundy, used to wear.
In every picture, in every memory,
those over-sized frames are there

Mundy was born in 1898, a time
when medicine understood very
little about astigmatism and even
less about how to treat it. What
should have been a simple correc-
tive condition was instead treated
like a disease.

Mundy was a celebrated woman
in her community, named Arca-

izen of the Year in 1983. She was
also a published author and the
beloved columnist behind Mundy
Mail. And she did it all behind the
shadow of those glasses and the
worry she never fully shook.
Cooper remembers it well.

See SERVICE, page 8
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Valentine Elementary
Parent Party Is a
'Royale’ Occasion

An evening of celebration and fundraising, “Palm Royale at the
Races,” drew about 260 parents and supporters to Santa Anita Park
on March |9 for Valentine Elementary School’s signature party, co-
chaired by Kofen Li and Jenny Young. See coverage, page 12.
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Community Leaders Dig In
for Tree Planting Ceremony

In honor of Arbor Day, the Chinese Club of San Marino gifted a tree to be planted on the grounds of Lacy Park.
On March 12, community leaders came out for a tree planting ceremony, including School Board member Joseph
C. Chang, Estrella Wu, Councilmember Gretchen Shepherd Romey, Chinese Club President Henry Chang, Coun-
cilmember John Chou, Vice Mayor Calvin Lo, Mayor Tony Chou, Councilmember Hunter Chang and City Manager
Philippe Eskandar. See coverage, page 10.
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“Because of the lack of knowl-
edge, my mother lived with this
and had a fear she would even-
tually go blind,” Cooper said. “So,
watching her, I learned early on
that to protect someone's sight is
to protect the world.”

On March 13, Cooper was hon-
ored with the Vision Award by the
Luminaires, the devoted women's
support group behind the Doheny
Eye Institute. Surrounded by
family and friends at the Langham
Huntington, Cooper accepted the
award at this year’s benefit, “Time-
less Elegance” The recognition
is one of the most distinguished
honors the organization bestows.
Since being founded in 1976 by
San Marino’s Mary Crary, the
award has been given only seven
times.

The award celebrates Cooper’s
26 years of service, in which she
has channeled her energy through
board leadership, public relations
and membership building. She is
also a proud inductee of the or-
ganization’s Lamp Society, often
referred to as the “Givers of Light”

Her path to the Luminaires,
however, started long before her
entrance in 2000. Her mother’s
astigmatism drew Cooper to the
work and research done at Doheny
Eye Institute — a nonprofit ded-
icated to ophthalmic research,
offering groundbreaking vision
research, clinical eye care and ed-
ucational outreach.

An astigmatism causes blurred
or distorted vision, and occurs
when the eye isn't perfectly round.
Today, it can be improved with
corrective lenses, toric contacts,
refractive surgery, implantable
lenses or orthokeratology.

Now 97, Cooper is being treated
for macular degeneration. The
little girl who watched her mother
fear blindness is now a patient at
the very institution she helped
sustain. She speaks of her doctors
with profound gratitude, the kind
that comes from knowing, deeply,
what is at stake when someone
can help you see.

“I'm the happiest woman
alive,” Cooper said. “I've been very
blessed in my life and nothing
could make me more passionate
about this cause, because what’s
more important than eyesight? It's
one of God’s greatest gifts to us.
That’s what Doheny does, and they
do it very, very well. I've had the
best doctors in the world.”
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Jennie Cooper, Mary Catherine Cooper with Janice Lee-McMahon

Because of her treatment,
Cooper said she is able to continue
an activity she loves more than
most: reading.

“I read all the time. The only
time I look at the television is
when I eat, because I can’t eat and
read at the same time,” she said,
with a laugh. “I'm thrilled to have
these wonderful eyes and Doheny
has played a big part in it.”

Reflecting on her more than
two-decade involvement with
the Luminaires, some of her most
cherished memories revolve
around making connections and
capturing moments in time from
behind a tiny Sure Shot camera.
With it, Cooper has been able to
keep an impressive photographic
history of the group.

Photo courtesy the Cooper family
Vision Award honoree Mary Catherine Cooper and her husband, Richard
“Dick” Thomas Cooper, built a life together in San Marino.

The story of why Cooper came
to this work is, at its heart, a love
story — the kind that spans gener-
ations.

The life Cooper has lived along-
side this work is staggering in its
fullness. She met her husband,
Richard “Dick” Thomas Cooper, at
Occidental College — he had just
come home from serving as a Ma-
rine in World War II. Cooper, then
a 17-year-old freshman, fell in
love. They married in 1950, moved
to San Marino three years later
and built a life together until his
passing in 2016.

The couple raised two daugh-
ters. They would then raise their
oldest granddaughter, Jennie, from
the age of 4, formally adopting her
at 18.

Luminairés President Jinny Dalbeck, Doheny Eye Institute CEO Marissa

Goldberg, honoree Mary Catherine Cooper, Dr. Deborah Ferrington and Dr.

Benjamin Bert

Y

Sharla Durant, Jan Pearson, Jackie Weisman and Maryann Seduski

The tight-knit family only
got closer when Jennie had her
daughter, Maddie. The mother,
daughter and granddaughter —
known as the “Cooper girls” by
those that know them — have
been inseparable ever since.

Fast forward to today, Jennie
now carries the family legacy as a
member of the Luminaires herself.

Though Jennie — who served
as co-chair of this year’s benefit
alongside Peggy Schmid — only
joined the Luminaires in 2025, she
has long felt a bond with the group
of women she grew acquainted
with by helping her mom digi-
tally archive photos. Since then,
those familiar faces have become
her mentors — and her mom, her
greatest role model.

“My mom has put so much of
her heart and passion into the Lu-
minaires for the work they do for
Doheny Eye Institute, and I hope I
can be as much of an asset and be
of service as she has been,” Jennie
said. “That’s my goal”

When the Luminaires board
voted to recognize Cooper with the
Vision Award, Jennie said they did
so privately as a surprise. When
they found out, both were over-
whelmed with emotion. Cooper’s
happy tears proved contagious —
Jennie’s eyes welled up next, and
soon the entire room had surren-

dered to the moment.

Reflecting on the big reveal,
Jennie said she was proud of her
mom and how many people she
has touched as a leader.

“As I looked around the room
at all of these women, they all had
tears in their eyes — there was
so much love and respect for my
mom,” she said.

Cooper added: “I was com-

pletely surprised and over-
whelmed. I never dreamed it
would happen.”

Schmid, who grew up in San
Marino, has known Cooper and
her family since her preschool
days in 1955. Years later, in 2018,
Cooper sponsored Schmid’s mem-
bership for the Luminaires.

“I was blessed to be one of
many San Marino classmates
across multiple years, and even
generations, who were queried,
encouraged and supported by
Mary,” Schmid said. “Always the
engaged listener, Mary offered
wisdom and guidance to each and
all of every age. She has been an
inspiring mentor to many.”

Schmid describes Cooper as
the quintessential journalist — a
natural connector with an ency-
clopedic memory for people and
their stories. She never meets a

Continued on NEXT PAGE
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stranger, drawing everyone into warm con-
versation that inevitably uncovers surprising
connections and fun anecdotes. Cooper, in
Schmid’s mind, is the go-to resource for de-
tails about anyone, and can identify a face in
a photo and follow it with a story.

“I am convinced she holds more infor-
mation in her mind and heart than anyone
I have met or will ever meet,” Schmid said of
Cooper. “She is a wonder! We are so fortu-
nate that she continues to be a vital, engaged
and essential member of our community.”

Marissa Goldberg, CEO of Doheny Eye
Institute, believes the annual benefit high-
lights the heart of the nonprofit’s purpose.

"The Luminaires play an essential role in
advancing Doheny’s work — bringing to- : ; — [,
gether dedicated supporters whose gener- Judith Henderson and Mary Catherine Cooper Lynne Opdyke, Denise Wines, Michelle Liset and Susan Lindgren
osity helps drive groundbreaking research
and vision-saving innovation, which ulti-
mately results in better patient outcomes,"
Goldberg said.

“It was also a privilege to celebrate our
Vision Award honoree, Mary Cooper, whose
leadership, compassion and unwavering
commitment to the institute embody the
very spirit of the Luminaires. Mary’s impact
on our community and on Doheny’s mis-
sion is profound, and we are deeply grateful
for all she has done to help us move closer to
a future without vision loss.”

Following the benefit’s festivities, in-
cluding a fashion show and shopping, a
room of attendees were ready to celebrate
Cooper.

When Lamp Society Liaison Judy Kloner,
one of Cooper’s good friends, took to the
podium at the benefit, she touted the Vision
Award honoree as a “cheerleader in chief”
for Doheny Eye Institute. It is a title that
sums up Cooper’s devotion to the duty of
the Luminaires.

“To know Mary is to love Mary,” Kloner

said. “Her warmth, her generosity, her w

u
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caring spirit have all served to make her the
most beloved member of the Luminaires
and benefactor of Doheny Eye Institute.”

When it was Cooper’s time to speak, it
was hard to deliver her message through
the emotion washing over her. But when
she was ready, she expressed humility and
thanks — to her family, friends, doctors and,
of course, the Luminaires.

“My heart is so full,” Cooper said. “I have
cherished every single moment that we
have shared over the last 26 years. Some of
my dearest friends are in this room today
and many have passed on, because that’s
life. But what a privilege it has been to work
alongside a group of intelligent, kind, ca-
pable and caring women.”

Representing the Lamp Society are Virginia Barger (front, from left), Mona Mapel, Vision Award honoree Mary Catherine Cooper, June Banta, Harriet Green and Winnie Reitnouer. Back: Brian
Ulf, Hilary Crahan, Chris Atkinson, Barbara Nielsen, Jennie Cooper, Cece Horne, Betsy Terrazas and Lucy Crumrine.
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